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Inside this issue: 

Special points of interest: 
 

• Midweek Advent Services will 
be held-Wednesday, 
December 2, 9, & 16 at 7:00 
pm. 

• Friendship Sunday is 
December 13th. 

  2009 

Grace is a Christian family—Welcoming 
people to live God’s Word and strengthen 

their faith. 

GRACE  GRACE  GRACE  GRACE  

GAZETTEGAZETTEGAZETTEGAZETTE     

 
 
What does it mean to be a “Friendly Church”? 
It’s a typical Sunday at Grace and visitors come to worship.  As they walk in one 
of the three entrances to the building, what will they discover?  Who will meet 
them?  Will anyone notice them?  Will anyone care that they’ve shown up in this 

place today? 

It’s easy for us, as members, to imagine that everyone will get a friendly greeting 
at Grace.  After all, we’re already connected to other people here.  We’re greeted 
with warm smiles and “hello’s”.  But what is it like to be a visitor?  And what 

does it mean to give a gracious and friendly welcome? 

 

Here are a few thoughts and tips –  

• Say “hello” to everyone you see.  This sounds simple, but too often we 
forget to greet the person who is right in front of us because we are so intent on 
talking to someone else because we have some business to take care of with 
them!  Just say “hi” when you see someone and let the conversation flow from 

there. 

• Avoid the deadly “Are you new here?” question.  It doesn’t matter.  It only 
sets you up to be embarrassed when they tell you they’ve been members of Grace 
longer than you have.  Just talk to them about the weather or their family or – 

well, just about anything. 

• Listen to what they have to say.  Instead of worrying about what you are 

going to say to them, listen to them.  The conversation will flow. 

• When you see someone standing by themselves, make a point of going 

over to them to introduce yourself.  It always feels good to be noticed by others 

– so go for it. 

Remember how much you appreciated a friendly hello when you were 

visiting.  Well, if you’re a member now, it’s your turn to reach out to others.  

Make the first move.  Its part of helping people feel valued. 

 

After all this, you ask, “What’s the big deal about making a friendly and gracious 
welcome?”  Well, it helps people feel comfortable – which allows them to hear 
God’s Word in a more relaxed way.  It lets them know they are welcome here just 
as they are – which reflects God’s welcome to all of us.  In other words, giving a 

friendly and gracious welcome is one part of sharing God’s grace. 

       

      See Ya Sunday, 

      Pastor KentPastor KentPastor KentPastor Kent 
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Greetings from Graceland!Greetings from Graceland!Greetings from Graceland!Greetings from Graceland!    

What’s happening in Sunday School: 

• We are learning about the Three 

Wise Men. 

• We are practicing for a Christmas 

play called “The Three Camels”. 

It’s important to come every 

Sunday so the children can learn 

their parts! 

• December 20th the children will be 

performing their Christmas play 

and singing during the 10:30 

service.  Don’t miss it! It will be 

great! 

• REMINDER: there will be no 

Sunday school on December 27th 

for Christmas break. 

A special thanks to all who brought in A special thanks to all who brought in A special thanks to all who brought in A special thanks to all who brought in 

boxes and gifts for “Operation boxes and gifts for “Operation boxes and gifts for “Operation boxes and gifts for “Operation 

Christmas Child”. It was a huge success!Christmas Child”. It was a huge success!Christmas Child”. It was a huge success!Christmas Child”. It was a huge success!    

Helping Those in NeedHelping Those in NeedHelping Those in NeedHelping Those in Need 

Church in Society is pleased to report a total of 33 health 
kits were delivered to the Lutheran World Relief truck on 
November 7.  Thanks to the congregation for donations 
of soap, towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, band aids, 
clippers and combs which made up these kits. Lutheran 
World Relief delivers kits such as these to poverty 
stricken areas around the world. 
 
Thanks to our quilting group, Dorothy 
Freiman, Connie Posey, Judy Benson, 
Gail Michalsen, Cinda Tollefson, and 
Donna Heiser, and anyone else who 
helped. 16 quilts were also delivered to 
Lutheran World Relief.  These will be 
shipped to needy people around the 
world.  The quilting group will start in January and will 
meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Anyone is welcome to attend whether you sew or not. 

Helpful tip for understanding year end 

giving - Any contribution received by December 
29th will be taken to the bank and 

recorded on your contribution statement 

in 2009.  Please do your best to give 

faithfully to meet the commitment you 

made for this year.  Thank you. 

Christmas is Coming! Christmas is Coming! Christmas is Coming! Christmas is Coming!     

 Join the Grace Choir and Sing! Join the Grace Choir and Sing! Join the Grace Choir and Sing! Join the Grace Choir and Sing!    
Choir practices will be held. . . 

Wednesdays, December 2, 9 & 16 at 7:45 p.m. 

Grace Choir – 39 singers and growing! 

 
Dear Tree Fairy, 
Thank you so much for our new 
trees!  They are really beautiful! 
Sincerely, 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Christmas Shopping – a Confirmation 

Service Event  On Sunday, December 6th, from 

2:00 – 3:30 pm, Confirmation Students will shop for 

needy children.  We’ll gather at Grace at 2:00 and then 

head off to Walmart.  We’ll return to Church to wrap 

the gifts, eat cookies, and drink hot chocolate. 

 

Each student is asked to bring $5 for the shopping, 

plus either wrapping paper or 

refreshments to share.  A few 

parents will also be needed for 

driving.  Please call Michelle Smith 

at 887-3063 to RSVP.  (The 

students can count this towards their service hours.) 
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Why join the Grace Dining Groups? 
Participating in the Grace Dining Groups is a good way to meet 
new people, enjoy good conversation and share some delicious 
meals. The purpose for these groups is purely social. You will 
be scheduled to dine with a different group each month during 
January – April 2010. One month you will be the host, that 
month you will be responsible for: 
 
• Calling your group to arrange a time    
and date to meet  within the month. 

• Providing the main course and 
beverages 

• Providing the dining location 
 
Each of the other months you will be 
assigned to bring either an appetizer, salad or dessert. Groups 
will typically be 7-8 people, including yourselves. You can sign 
up on the Dining Groups poster or email the church office. Sign 
up has begun and will close on Sunday, December 13th. 
 
Don't think too hard, just say “Yes” to the Grace Dining Groups 
and you'll have some great nights out once a month this winter. 

GRACE FAMILY 
MOVIE DAY! 

PIZZA, POPCORN and A MOVIE- 
what more could you ask for on a 
Sunday afternoon? 
Stay after 10:30 service on December 
6th, bring your pillows and blankets 
and get comfy in the youth center 
watching  “UP”.  
The fellowship board will provide 
pizza, popcorn, and soda.  
Parents, please feel free to send your 
kids down to the Youth Center to  
p lay whi l e  you  a t t end  the 
Congregational Meeting. 

Advent and Worship 

Midweek Advent Services are 
Wednesday – December 2, 9 & 16 at 
7:00 pm.  These services are a special 
time when we can step away from the 
rush of the holiday “routine” in order to focus our 
faith on what God is doing and experience some 

peace. 

Advent Resources: There are some special Advent 
devotion books on the Ministry Opportunity table.  
These are free and for your use.  Have devotions 
before a meal.  Take turns reading – lighting a 
candle – and saying a prayer.  Build up faith as a 

family by hearing God’s Good News. 

Advent Worship and Confirmation Please note:  
There are no regular Confirmation classes during 
Advent, but Confirmation Students are expected to 
attend the Midweek Advent services – and need to 
turn in one sermon note from those services.  (Of 
course, Confirmation Students are also expected to 

worship on Sundays and be involved in Sunday 

School.)  

Congregational Meeting 
The most important things we 
do together have two 
foundations – good leadership 
to give direction and a budget 
to fuel the work.   On Sunday, December 6th – 
at our Congregational Meeting – we’ll set the 
stage for good things to happen in 2010 by 
electing leaders and passing a budget. 
 
The meeting will happen at the end of the 
10:30 service.  People who worship earlier are 
invited to return for the meeting, although you 
will receive some information at 8:00 o’clock. 

Last Call For Grace Cookbooks!  
December 6th & 20th, after the 10:30 service, 
will be your last chance to purchase the now 
famous “What’s Cooking At Grace” 
cookbook!  The last few cookbooks will be 
available for $10 each – and there are only a 
few left.  Thank you for making this project a 
huge success.  Proceeds 
will be used to purchase 
furnishings for the 
Gathering space – so 
w a t c h  f o r  n e w 

developments! 
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December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
5:30 Board of Evangelism 

2 
 
9:00 T.O.P.S 
7:00 Advent Worship 
7:45 Choir Practice 

3 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast at Four Star 
8:30 T.O.P.S. 
4:45 T.O.P.S. 

4 
 

5 

6 
  8:00 Traditional Worship 
  9:00 Sunday School 
10:30 Contemporary Worship 
11:30 Congregational Meeting 
12:00 Family Movie Day 

7 
 
12:00 Coffee House 
  6:30 Support Group 

8 
 
6:30 Church Council 

9 
 
9:00 T.O.P.S 
7:00 Advent Worship 
7:45 Choir Practice 

10 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast at Four Star 
8:30 T.O.P.S. 
4:45 T.O.P.S. 

11 12 

13      Friendship Sunday 
  8:00 Traditional Worship 
  9:00 Adult Education 
  9:00 Sunday School 
10:30 Contemporary Worship 
  6:30 Board of Fellowship 

14 
 
12:00 Coffee House 
  6:00 Church in Society 
  6:30 Support Group 

15 16 
 
9:00 T.O.P.S 
7:00 Advent Worship 
7:45 Choir Practice 

17 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast at Four Star 
8:30 T.O.P.S. 
4:45 T.O.P.S. 

18 19 

20 
  8:00 Traditional Worship 
  9:00 Adult Education 
  9:00 Sunday School 
10:30 Contemporary Worship 
          Sunday School Play 

21 
 
12:00 Coffee House 
  6:30 Support Group 

22 23 
 
9:00 T.O.P.S. 
 

24 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast at Four Star 
8:30 T.O.P.S. 
4:45 T.O.P.S. 
5:00 Christmas Eve Worship 
7:00 Christmas Eve Worship 

25 26 

27 
 
  8:00 Traditional Worship 
10:30 Contemporary Worship 

28 
 
  6:30 Support Group 

29 30 
 
9:00 T.O.P.S. 
 

31 
 
6:30 Men’s Breakfast at Four Star 
8:30 T.O.P.S. 
4:45 T.O.P.S. 

  


